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lllntiny on thc Porfland -Rs'i$itd.

Ileil Sir$

In fu ooun* rrf txffiire res6m* iffo a series of inclh m bosd ihe Cm rcgi#
vesml MV Fudmd fuiry lhe mffi of Febnroylttilnch 1941" I rc nrrs fu aursd of a
BEM to Able Semm Fry, AHs Semm Lytr;h md AHs Semm Miilett frrfuir indnc,ment
in a mutiny d arsm rrhile &ql ttre triffirs m this rtsml- I drar yom dM*n to tle
citaion oflbc BEIvt for Fry, Lt&h md Ms*, fusd f l lkaember 1945, oory mcH-
Please mtr ihis citation is inensroasevtril ismes:

l. The cit*ion rrmfigly ffi lhet ibe SS Pstland vas c$xd b5r fu Crerrrsq Pstland
was a Cxrman rcdmoA merfu shif crtrrd by Gerlrm ffifu searm wh #
took m tbc British ild allid FOXts fu F€brury 1941, d uot a c@ed .rltssl-

2. Tbe lfif Porllfld *re nc' effinsd by aWza crew ar stateal in ib* cimim- Pstlmd lud
hs om d€signdsd Fe*tr Csm crEw + srFa srral gusrds trs *otrd Iser on b
assist in gsedirry fu sfimal huaffi prismffi taka s*r fu tk Edtr srypty ship
NorM loced in &c Sd Afdic-

3. The cibtim also wrmgtr shtcs thaf Fry d his grsrp desemined to rqain coffid of tbc
ship, *gding tlrat h H p${ion$ coffiol of Pstlmd or lM Porttrmd hd been a
Sdtish ar allid vwl AfE tb war5r, tb MV Fwtld r*ias a ferrsn s*'ip d Fry
d his ad hoc grrrup eq*d b trhc csn{rrsl fu defu oftrs imrsftm of Briti*
senic RN md MN offiss sho *ere also FOWs on Putland ffnd not rqain mtlol as
sffio&

4. The citafiion rffirds thet osrsifuaHe dmags was fu to the Psrdmd- As k aw put
fu fire out qsickly, aB d-rrrage wm dore as a resrlt-----se *w-hd oqpy phata of
Porttad aniyisg in Borfunx 15fr Harcb l94l -

In Augpst t94f Fry pld gpihy to muriny md srm d his Hmnlrg uyal ffi" qignfrficilrtbr

the British goy€rnmrff also cxgmsod ie s*isfacrion in fu way the Gsmro had ductdtbc

ffig!r!t#:
iil-.*

T.r
ffi

https://www.irishseamensrelativesassociation.ie



prdings, although ttle LJK uas unhappy with fu severity of sentene, however Fry's
sentence of deaah was not canied ottr.

I also draw your atterition to the following report by tt AR Cheyne RN wbo unfommaely lct
his life in a car accident wtrile a Naval Attache in Portugal in l95O-

ADMUfS|39 - Bchevfumr of Britirh ceptured nevel pcrronncl oa bcrd Gemn Ship
Porthnd - Assrutt by Gernrrs on Britisb PTOTY's A Rcport by Lt Cdr A- R- Cteyne RN,
lstt Juty lg45'rsubmittcd to Adnirrl Submrrinesb Northrrys, Londo! N-W.3.
Hruct Snotc:
"Communicaion wrth ile nrenfarvud was generally impssihle- I did horrcos wd e reoge
to the NoI Ratiags n b prd to btc the ship {fey rweidftfa insw*rfrom
ne, bnt not ta oct withod tha* Afuu o week fier anival on bwd some af the npn in tle
forward rreldfsrrwd a d@, to owrpwer the German Afic* in Clwge af the Prisorcrs wlpn
he went roud at 21.{n- This dil, was stopped b Mr Rogers (Afiic Stu) who M fuen p$ in
choge of the fuA by the Gernss $ore it was put into oprolion Tle Gentuw becante very
suspkious ard I luve reason to heliew hew of the sistetre of this flan which is tnt ?eolly
surprising as tlw v were 14 rwiotulities repesented in tle lnlds- Solnte eigh fu1ts War-e a'rival
in Bordeow I received a message via o Chirumanfrom orc of ny ratings- .{B- Swain tlnt thcy
lnd o flan od slwuld thq prceed. LE?Iitd fra d$ry trc tu b hre- I cu*e ,o this
conclusion on tle folla*ing grourds. I fud rc Petty Aficer to takc clwge- IIE *6 were all
Wang huperterced men or Maltw- Secrecy was esyntial ad [olJ nrc* ur alrerdbn wos
impossible in tlp crowded eonditiots Jorward, I lud reas(m to belie>v tlrc Genrwts rwre well
semedwith it{ormers- Cormunicaionwith llp nenfonttdwas gercrally inrysrible odwlen
an opportwfity did occw it was by uweliable clnwrels- TIe Gernnns were fucoming
increasingly vigilott- Caplains Cryr ad Athill bth dviscd strongly agoittst tt*- U Cmdr
Cheyne ebo strtcs: 'tlnl a Merclwt *onnn Fry alte@ed lo'set tlre ship on frz- This
occurred or night and the ftre was N out withoat trouble by tlre Germans, $ore uy fumage
rsas dore"- Lf Cdr Cheyne condudcd in hfu rcport &rt thosc '*lp csried out tlt br*al
beating tp all cane uder the caegory of Wu Criminal"s- End of Qtdc

Although there was loose talk among different gorrys abou rLing over ttr Germm sply *rip
Nordmark and again wh€n the gisms *ere transferrd to the MV Pordad for &e voyage
from the SorIh Atlantic to BorrdsrnL aothing w-as ever dore and remained looe talk arrong the
POWs for a period- Reseach indicae that tk Csrnans on the Portld rrere \rery nervous for
their own safety, being outnrrnH by tte several hrmdred British ard allid Po\tss on board lt
was Lt Cheyne RN the senior British naval offier Subrwines ad a FOW himsetf, who is$red
the first official onder through m iffidiary Pang Kan Kee a Chinese saloon seurud to be
prepared to take over the Portlad, hoqrcv€r Lt Cheyne recording Io his rep?t pst wu M
stipulated only whcn bc grve tLc ardcr. He subcequently communicrbd !D fu PtOWs
located in the hoHs, fhet nothingrs !o be done and grve hir rcecons, Captain Coopr Afric
Star Able Searnm Fry's skipper md orher captaim concrrred- This effectively tooh th wind out
of any plan and for several days ding hap,pened- On ftc evening of the l3e Mach 19f1, Able
Seaman Fry took it upon hims€|f to proceed into the nCIrt hold lvhex€ be fircd tre adminatty red
flares into some sacking ard bags in fu hope that &is would atrret tlrc sistance of a RN
vessel. Following tk discovery of large amounts of moke wmiag frun om bl{ th€ Csm*ns
quickly moved all the prisoners for'ard into dre other hold and dstailed sonrc of the prisners to
assist to put the fire oul. Tlre Crermm zu@uently initidd a prccess of imerrogations in their
attempt to ortrrct information ftom the prisoners as to rrtrom was involved by beaing ry ttrc
men on the open deck. In conjunction with this tb light cable which wm used to povide tight to
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&e hold sddenly went out leaving fte other prisoners ad sveral guatds wb were also in dre
dlqnvay adjasent in total da*ness- Io tk pa,ic several $ro{s rlse fired ad qrheil the lights
r*ere put back on txo prisoms had been killd and otkrs wourde&

lrrespective of ttre British Sor.ernrmts afiihde at fte lirne, tb lqal stans of Fry and tbe otkr
merchant sexrnetr imprisoned on boryd tb Portld was rmornbalants Le- rhy rroe not
subject to martial law and reith€r rme thy obligsd to attemtr to erye- KlItss *ue s{iect to
the provisions of various imsnmiomt canventioNrs in relaion ro lhir behaviornwhile they *ere
captives on tk Portlard ad tk Gemans v'ere also obliged eo follow tk same nrles of
behaviour- As captives on a Gennan mval ship tlr POlVs, R!.1 + MN, were also obligsd to
follow tte instructions of senior BritiS naval officers- White mctrant ssrman's contrsts of
employrnent M bm seyerd though tbe sinking of their vessels tke was still a dury on MN
POWs to reryect th€ autbrity of tteir merchant navy caphin& even ftough fuy *rre pisoners,
ard that obligation was not abrogated by the sinkirg of their orvn *ripn

ln March 1940 an instnntion was isslnd advising rhe s*atus of Genrsn rerchamt drips nmutd be
changed to thd of ships of rlrc Kreigsrrwine, wtrcn they had taken on board FOW's According
to the Decree of the O-KJI{ {OHmmdo der lkeigsmarim} of Mrch gth 1940, €rrcm)r or
neutxal civil persons on boad a CermeYarship are srbject to Prisoner of War regulations- The
Portland rrcw operated pur$ant to Gemum military commmdl instnrctions Comerymtly, tte
Kapitin of tb Partland bsre a Oberleutenant Zur See in th€ Crerrm Navy d his
surbordinates took on tk relwant German naval rmkg Mming the German modtr vessel
Portland bwn a German naval drip nrr on miliary linss frffir fu tirne she took m Fisoffis
ftom tk Gcnnan rupply qfiipNordmtrL This alm meant tlnt Oberlcutmnt &r S€€ Pliimmke,
the Kapitftr of the Portlad, M the pocffi to appoint a Man of Confidene in atrtrdffi with
the relevant Hagw and Creneya corv€ntioos as applicable to Prisrers of War- BCIcilrn Silliam
Rogers of tlre SS Afric St*r uas duly appointd ad his insnrctions hd to be follasrcd by otlrcrs
in the hold.

In defiance of his senior offiers Raysl Nauy, ard Merclsnt *hl', who were olso POWs on the
Partlond, Able Seaman Fry and his ad k grroup lrffit ahead arrd recklessly ad wilhout any
consideration for the consqrmq atklmpfd to fft fire ro &e Portlad d erugh his action
set in motion a chain of e$effs whish ultimately ld to *re deafts af Frmk Evanr Arftur
Fresman. the wounding and torture of otlrcr prisorers and the inevitable painful legmy of
bereavem€nt inhedtert by tkir relatiyes. Fry later plded gurhy and *as convicrcd of rnxiny by
a naval courts-martial in lfanthrg in August 1941- Although Fry made cwplai*s of ill-
freatment to fk War Crim Commission pos rrtr, in contrast, tb rcd cross rsports drring fu
war showthatAble Seaman Fry wro @y wifi his beatment and\dsMtoremain in Hanhqg
Prison under his then ccditiors fsr ro long as posible. There is a very largp gap between the
allegatiom of Fry poat urar ad tb actual rsd cross report. Priar d dudng th Hamhrg Trial
the descriptions of Fry by sonre British *itrcsses aad his o*n British appoind lar*yer potnt to
someone completely out of mntrol.
Christy - SS lluquesa: Chisty describes Fry' " as being pmeh drank ar sligfttly md u he had
bored before"
Fry in hir tvidtncc testified ^ilm L1rrlr;h Kitson Merritt did not l*lp me to setfrre only to stufi
mattresses - Kitson and $nch did wt do anything at all: They twncd jell<tu, qt tlle IasI mimtte"
Lt Chegne RFI: "Iwo or tlree hatfuads gat lagether, They a,erefixils to how furc iI** IIe did
seem somewld awild type"areferwe ts Fry.
Dr Schcrzlerg ddcncc leryer: In his advice to ths British Govermreqt * Dr Scherzbetg de
the suggesticrn pre-trial thd pertry "Fry was eccentric or mentally unhalarced*- Tk briefing
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note go€s on to say dxd "witfu tlv services af o plrysician w clet hfrcdian in this
comreclian coald be obtoirud- Tbe Foreign Offrcc ftr thrir own neasflrs did nm follow rhis
suggestion by th ftherzberg, Tk aborrc mmnrcnts eKracted from tre files fuw fiqt Able
Sernan Fry $ Afric Srar, 116 tmlly unpredictable, an irrational fool whos actioru had serious
cons€qrrcrrces for all consertrd Gr board Portlard.

Incredibty on the lle Dember 1945, the following rse awa&d the British Empire Medal
(Civil Divison), for tlreir action$ m the MV Portlad in Mach I9{.1.
Alfred Ern6t Fry, Abk.Iaml S Afric Star. hrn 23rd Augttst I9I3 at Bristal- Residence
at 20 Woodbirc Road, Whiretull kistol: also owuded tlre Ury& Medal for hra*wy d sea on
the Portland:
Thomes Ddtly LynehrA* -Iam.SSJirerpent, fun 28th May I9I8 a Hanilton kotland.
Residerree al I 12 Hmelmere Rd, {foton l*o Estate, Sflough Bucb;
Rodcriet Jencs Merrrft Afle furln S kncadA hrn 2rd July I9I5 at Coddsott
Residente et 49 AIma Rod. Widssr- krks:

Lt Ctle).ffi RN the senior RN cfficer md FOW on the MV Portlard was m expeienced
submarirrcr ard prior to his c@ur€ alsrg with his offiers md crerv was being deplo5rcd to HMS
Medway, a sbmarine depot in fu Easfiern med- tfuving scnninised all &r fuutnffitim tlre one
thing that soilles up time ad time "gain" is thd Lt Cbeyret instnrtions to canel any plan to
take over lhe Portlard was perfectly understmd by all snc€rnd in particular Able Seman Fry
and his d hoc group. Lt Ckym RN, Bosm t#illiam Rogsrs, other senior offiers md older
s&aman would also have been rrrbly aware that firc eyen snroke rcsnrhing ft,om a
conflagraionwasand still is the ultimateseafarers nightmae.paticularly in tbe case of
Portlandwhich was ttren ovedoadd with several hrm&,ed pisoners (327 prisotnn + ryrax 54
genrum creu, -- 38/, in total) afurd md hd no extm lifehts or safety equipnt to
accommodate survivors if # had to be evrcuated quickty- Any fire stded by Fry md his co-
conspirators within a hold full of sacking could have got out of mntml and easily msd the
ship in ninutes with the loss of many British arxil allid lives-

It is also significant trat within fu transcrips of Frls mval courb-martial in Hmhrrg August
1941, Lt Ctreyne's instnrction to cmel any action to take over Portland isrcpe*d m several
occassiom by different wimss in widerrce to the Crermm court, which corrobmates tk fact
that his or&rs had be€n commrmicatod effatively down tlre line to the POWS impisooed in the
for'ard hdches- The Bdtish Crerrcrrrrmts policy at tlrc tire rras to defend Fry m fu besis that
as a Prisoner of War he had a &4'to escape. Not so- Fr' as a merchant seartan rsas a rxxF
comhfant and unas emphatically il)t a member of any armd forcemnsquertrly m duty of
escape was placed upon hirn- Howevrr, the Prisorrr of lVr defenffi of a duty to qr being an
imperative for PCIWs like Fry, H effain benefits for tk UK at tlrc time, as it fsced the
Gennans hmd not to execute Fry d to mitigane the prmishrneds- The British bd dvised the
Cermansthat excessive pmishmts if meted out to Fry and ottrerg would have serious
recipmcal sonseqrrcnces for Germm FOWs held in British hands- British oorrcerrx urere mainly
focused on protecting their orh FOWs hld in Germm cmps elsewhere frm e:rcessive
punisfrrnents, hence the undersasdable line taken by tlrc tIK in ^his cese. Able Seaman Fr/s
duty lxas to follow the instnrctions of his senior officers and not to danger the syeral hrndred
British md allied prisoners on lk Portland, essentially he iguorod that" ostensibly in his bid to
escape and one wonders as to shm he had hoped to esc4e tff) oa the high seas I# fure is
also evidence within the files etc tat Fry was actively going anund Portland seeking dks to
ioin him in his endeavour ad may bve been using aggressive metlrods of pusuasion to get
others lo sigr up to his so called plru of mutiny, arson and att€rntred piracy on th high seas.
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I{af iry rcsem€bod ftE isss stnormdinglbe Porded lfrriny in tttf,ch 1941, d tr'ilinedfu
trial trmipts of Abtre Semm Fry ad otrers rryho nsc irrchrc{ m finds rhil lhe arad orfa
BEI\d, md in Frys re tre erfd atmrd of a Lloyds modal fm bnrvcry d s ufuitc ftey *tre
PrOWs on the Csmm dtr vessel M4 to be m ffiiod to fu furftl:s of lh bercaved rd
his om *ipm*es" I pctimlaly take im witr thc lirc in tte citfion lltat twd Fry *--- as
having displayed ouragp md dgcmimirn in plrsing fu pmfrs by fnadul wcsr md
pfr ones 66s ihur Tbc acrard of BEIIi ad fte lf,oyds mo&l fu haracry d s b Fty, Lyd
md Menrq gromdcA m a flanred citdiorr' is m insuh to trose u,ho d*€d ad gnre ttcir lives
bnouraftily frythe ffis renoweqioy-

Yours Siooercly

PeferMuh'my
Chiryffi
Irish S€m€n's Rcluives Asciain (193H6)
#
Fr
Dublin 3
Rfpublicof helad
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[Sen,ice rvith honour in the lrish Mercantile Marine 1939{61

British Government Reply

Re Submission - lVlutinv on the Portland - Revisited

I apologise on behatf of those who dealt with the matter all those
years ago. I sup1x)se things were rather chaotic at the end of the
Second World \ilar and no doubt thers were mistakes made and
decisions made without the full facb. In hindsight this is iad$d
regrettable.

Reply received from
Dated,6 Septembern

B.C.L: H Dublin 3,Ireland:

Mobile: N353872769707 Home : fi)353 I 8053908
e mail : mulvanypeterie@yahoo.co.uk Website: u"*'w.irishseamensrelativesassociation.com
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Wltb nLn60. !o Anol?C{(ge), A*totr 6i tbr Nlvrl Contsol hrv|t Otr.|

rt rny lHrt h tb Unlfrd Xl$dodl"r|lt, p ir rr dlrolilhrry r.nd dEhldri$lt
dudx rrr r6rotd. norl uadrr tbo fl|i Oftar.ln'Cbtrn. or thr Nrrrd O66r"i!-
Clr'tr, ol ttr port rt sucb h. b drHct.d,

I tD orr|ttoill Ertton, thr Nrurl Coltrol Sdnrlo. O{io.. $ail6 6om|llh
orb dlnot wltb hlr Coonsdrr"bt'bhf h orllr Urt rst rhh!,r D$, b. .I6imtrd,
but rcoh .otDrlulllr{o!.F{brthrr by |l|ld 6 !!-{*{nodd br riiltd
to tb. l'lrf O6aF|!'€br4c or Nrul Otor.la{b|'t|,

t In c{il ol rB.tnn0y. tla Nryrl Crltrol &!vlc. Oto.r Ery sorBadaL
dlE€t rlt! tbr lddrrlly. Est h! nu.t l|rp tlr Cooordor4n.Gblrl ol hb ur
hhila.d cl roy rcho titru lu ilr srnr rr|y thr AdEl|rttt r!|y !rr,| $ m.
rlr3lort d&w0 uith th. Nrvd CoDtrol Lrrl6 Otlrn,'b|,lt'rll L.p r!.
Qgdarndrn.b,SUrl btunnrd,

. ,1, ll h |oErtlEr tllftult to drinr rnotly wlrttrr rny r|rtlshr qtiltloi
h ofindeill or rdarbblntlw, fu lnnrdhta rodon ln .L6h nrtt|il in.y br
ot \iltd lapa'!r, Ur lbort r oh|bfi| ol ooFarrstrdor rhautd !o urod lir rll
u5 cl dnibl.

L tbr no nl ohrlutlolenn$nlcdc! ttlat Comn idrt.ln.{bhl to llrvrl
Corhrl LrvlF. Olc.n, h rlrourh' tbr fi{ Od{r!.h{hr'|r ot tb|h
rub.Cor'ttr|8fi. Ia aa.| of uflraw rbn lt lr laofla.tt fot thr Criurnrcdur.ln.
Chlel ts soaqrlotr dhqt elll r nrl'rl Contnl t rvh Otrorr, llr lrlrr O[1orr.
|l.Cbrt|! of tb rub-Go6r!*0d rhould b. hronrrd thrl mcl r lonn$d{atlg| br.
t*rn pl*r, In od.r tbt dupuortlo! rt dm|l| rld ttr||lm bry ta lrraldd,

'. ft. fbS Ollc.Fb€brr|! or t}r lfrnl O6o.Fl[4hril of r lbri ot
Alaba|||t h rrDeldbh hr ttra nrorlortrtr .nd rrLty of .NtDht ;iuir tb
llnttr of ilrt Po|l or Alobor||r. Thr Nrvrl Crntlnl 8.tvlo. O6tir li rrponrluh
tor th| ruttrlq ol rhlp rny fron ih. Fort or AB6bon$ |.d t| raFitlnt ol
t!.lt Eovlncatl,

t, tt h nat t!. llt ilSo! tbrt thr Fl|t ofio|fito.ClrrD or Nrnl 06rlr"tn
Cbrrl| rhould ht.tuoa ln th. oD.rrttonl dqdcr o( tbr Nrlrl Coatrrl hry{c.
06ort rt lily pott [r$i $ould hr-conrhl0r thrt t.h6 rlutlr r|t hllt InoonroUt
p.r{hrDad bd.lould Fgort ttd t !t io hh Con$ndrr.ta.Chhr, vb. illl l.br r6i
rodoo Drail.rt,

f, ltr lulhrt leos|'ruon cl rll rn$$d tn tl| \rorlr [i rnf Fort l, ||rrnlhl

0,AnO {&-.0rrurn ffrrollnt Vrrnb
, (H,l,D,0t$/r0'-f,1,t.1,'0',

Thb CA,I,O, *U0h rr!.h C,A.F,O,r tgll$3 r8d Caltrlele. {lvkJ..
ti. OrrEr,! l!filllt tlr.l lnto ortr|o{l| |!.tlDt ttr potatlrl nr'tln ur ol
]E rdL.

!, Arr, rprnl rsd rh. l'| t|. Erls h{uil lov.nbl ruoh r.Ldi[tbr cf
Eanlr.i-r.ri.b, ll|r.hr !.r.I*.tr rrFlt h tu .u cl p..r.o$f Uffir, rbrn
att6 flrl alr arr tla !tal! o6!!rrlllo!t.

tt rueQl.
lvor.,-Ovlry to

f,r&||llrl
mr, Tla

trofo! t*e8?R0{0. l$o

!. Ttr lomrdcrbUb. al Drtvsdar yrs.lr rnohodlr ln lor L rrllrrd,
bot rI porlbli'tm..ho$la b. 61fu l*dly to nlntnlrc tlE ilL, dd Drrgcdrr
Itlratio! t!.tld ta FId. fb t!r- Eot/|r'ob ot tstr, b|tal tutrtr .!t! !.ft|r
U$rrrr ud Or dur1fu1 o{ rrfu*,

l. 1!r onntlor ol rlbil?|rDril &oold ba $ urrqid tlrt rrgr ur'
rdtlr rhrr.d mr brul*l l! rhrd b rh. vilhttr ot th cebb rd l!|tffD.lt
ol nnd A18 drtocr, rad turda3 oucuvrr, c 6hllp o( rplC Ooutd datts|y
b! rwilhd $ 0r fl It nodbh,

trrdnr or|.t +I!'coaldo8 ol thr li'D,A. Lrtrlltrlb rlould' ho rrtaldrtl
iloro g<ilb'h, but wbrdfruch rr,flplq b nno..rry t!. rworg rbould br l.pt
roi h. lbr! l0 k t &€![.tta bottoE ol ttrr |.r.

t. Tb dlrb!!| Hthla' rt$l rnmF mrt 3lDm&! cortlgllrd olmtrldr
rbFrda on lcrl oacdldmr, rnd-lr blt b tlc-rtlrcridol oi.th Flrr OGcw or
NiYrl Oi|rn b{Dltn .oE'.rrrd,

i, Coralrerdll.$.tLid rr mqrtd to brnr lmd O'rdrlr 'or to ..ll
rtba{e! b th$: rltridf band to- r nn ttat tUr nrttu b l(ol|bt b tL
rodor ol rll oaarntd, 

-

0,A.!.0. 160,-{ororrhll-DlrolD[iuv Aotloo b'
ooo3rotlor wltb

0{,L. ttu{0,-tfl,1, lt{0,)
&n#r$lp of pr{vtb omqondracc h lurdttlC aolrty ,rof .r6utlv nt?or,
l. fbk laadrhlrr ddro ic lr!ar,- upn ell!.n ttrt lt b 6ont uftdnbh

tlrl btonbruoa obiilgrd bot! crdtrup-rhosld b. u|.d || ttr hurtbtba ol r
dl8tnunl3e r.brrrn rsbtt rsv trnos, rrartt lor r bnaslt ol rurltl nrlrr, Fot
rrerilh, ljrr Gdltlri'tt ol r'caopLlnlnf ltticr $ould not bt dir4rd undrr
6ctloo at of lAr Nrt|rl Dl|dpulr llot.

l. Noiltbrtrnitl_sf rtr ltsv!, w[!ou ol o.lFnhlp b (. br '.$riid l. .
|.dour dblpUsl't ofinrcr, udd. C.A,F.O, {0/10,

|OA,F,O,l0la0, tlet lt Ar't'.l Y*tnt ,,

O.A.F.O. p08,*fe0? hocnnrnr ol lfnr 0oartnodol-f,uru
(4,F. 0?mt/r0,*!T.1, lt{0,1.

It !u brn d.cldd thr tb. tro b.ftle.hlD. 0l thr t0g? ttltrrtnmr, bdldhl
by Nrrn, .mn, lluntil A wlrhm, ltlofedrcu, Ltd,,-ilal 1'lr Pdrlolal
ShlDbulldtnr e fnj{tueiltu Co', l,Id,. .hsll b. ttlE d 'rAltdn'r rnC 'r Hom''
nrfrctlwlflnrtud ll rr Jflll661 

rr md 'r blttt " $ hrdffly letlftd.

0.4.tr.0. $80.*Prooqlun m 8lchfflt r foqi,ilo [trol bos a
Dnrunrd lucny tulnurlrs-{hlsr 0rury|ls Dfrtb .
0hattqr

(Ail,w,/?,D, oisli/,lo,*lf,& le|0,1
wtlrn 5 tdrFdo tpo! lr d;hlnl rM nnld*l, Ot{R rhptb rhrryr rhould h

dmppal brnslirtdy ll slrn[lrrtrna{r p.flnlt,
l, Tt{ ilblr$ta ol tbl, uf r, tollo*r r*

(r! h dry r$rh{ tto rildy rubfiurlrr| Into iblnldnf thrt r hlt b|| b.|n' 
obrilnod, li. rn|y tfus !0orr to rilet d.pth ie obrfin tll|
rfldlt, or rltmrdr,alt rnrln la tlr ilclnlty la tli hoD. of d0uvrdtl
I lurtbrr rttxl fi tli " drilrnd " r*1,

(t) lr v{ll n*l} thr palt{m ol thr rhlp rb|! tS. tdr?.do tt|.l nrr r..e urd
, tbrby r|.l|t rqy AF Hrft ln (mt !t,
i, Thd ,ollowht lot| tr !r b. rddd, !c ttra d|lltl|.ttfi ot !|t "T " hobHd

rlndr r*
" Thr rtrl, rH$l..i n|t drqr onr drgtt obrin ro mhlrrd l! .orst

ruborrtnr lntb uunjll r ruffitlul .tt*L. A ioorl holt+ul rLotld {
ltrDt l0r tL p.tl$.F.,"
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R$CIST" SEORET fr *t*fz;n --to4ie+t^.

9e:mran $rarde br$ta1ltr to Sritish Frisoners. :
i
I

ialder 1O and poosibly 3atrder 41-

tlre fo].]'oring rag relprted'by a &edlstr neober otr the
crer of a Britisb shtp eaptured by $C?EER alrd tensferred.
to tlre POAII.A$DI rho has eince reached Stocldro]'m eni been
questloned by our f,aval .$ttache there::

trIlre F0aI[CAD arriveo. i.n the 6irm.de ln the ulddae of
Sarch. fb€n ia ttre riyer at Beriieanr sors 4 l$ava1
Eat1nge and I Iercantlle Lirari-ne Fstiags redn an att€,Elt
to flre the ehip and a flre actgally broke out; sooke
paurlag lnto the hotrd rrhere the p:ri.ame:lc rene guantered,.
It rasr horeverr :rut out by tbe Gemalr Cgrda rho there-
upon rcved the priseers to mother tp1d and. wm.ted a
furtber guard.. Ieter that ssre day Ger.nan eallorg lort-
ing on desk erldently distr:.rbed the Leads girlag lfsbt to
our hold; tbe nesultlag darirneas appareatly de the

As a prniebnea'b for tbe a).J.eged sabotage €xtra i
guards reFe nornted r food rlthbellr tsr ?A h$urs ed. 

'l

trsnsfer made to motkr hold; the Geraass s].so ugd.
rhlpa lsd"lscrir:rnate\r on €nyone rrLthirr reash asd I \
rese6br eeeiyrg the Clrlef Officer of tbe A3EIC SglE blaek\
anrd b1u€ from lesbes, aother tnrtr ras Fsndsuffeil aad hsil q
et€nd in a amr.l. or oa cleck for 15 hmrrs rtrere tbe eemf
bostn beat hlm rtth a leaden ptBei tbe uen aetual\r l
coneerned. rl.tlr tbe atteryted sabotagF euf,fer=d. lrdlf; tng.
ret€ toki tbey rould be shot and rere neanrirlle a*rr+ctred:T
et Bor"'dccurl horeverl a Germ lfaval Eatrsl. came c ber{
ordered the release of prisoners fron emftnematr btd I
fod issued and. gave iastruotims for ever?rme to be j
dlaetrbarked,. s 

I

A Brltlsh Srertemst€r from a ship capturerl Uy S{ffi*-.
thougb !3ot actually ia the pOSU"AND st tbe tt$ <}f tb abovQ
had net Brlec,ere fpm thle ehtp tn lhg ssrEt at Sf. rrEnq*D t
8reALL (stalag ?-gL) shortly aftenrardg. f,a ce,fir*e th I
infomatlm glven absre sd had blree1:f seen the lrack of tE tr
Chief of,Ficer of tbe AF&IC SIAR covered. rtth leals' s'X.a '
$fficer had not seetl la any rey cmcerned rith tbe mtbreak, i
but bsd been *l"aed and. beaten uI' by tJre $r*lds as -a*-g$ff-
&e of tbe uen rbo had been kt"Iled uaa a llaaaagpr frm tire ri
.*SAIC SSAI, rtroee rife had also been traneferr"ed to tbe I
POg3I.ASD' tblle tbe other Ea eltber a l{av'al Eattng oF a I
Serchant &amaa Cunner fron the AFRIC SAAB rboee a€ire rBB I
Strlte. A anmber of otber urn re& beaterr up aad 6 or ? |
rere told tbat they toul.d. be iaken ts lrsnburg and. Ccnr* j
Iartia1J-ed.. ltre Gerrcan Suar*.s gave tlre prisoa.ers tt: ?

Genran Ouarils bel,ieve tbs? an attack a tbes by the I
i. prls@era ras {llniln6st' ao.fl,red" tie1r revolreta H"aLfng i
ltro ren and rormdlag one. _Onc rnrrn ktl1ed ts tAqrght to b6:
t - :  

- - -  - - - : = - ?  
: = : *  t - - -  

- - . :

_ f a passenger er AFRIC SEfg (hia rlfe uas aboar{ acld.s'fps ,J
\ i: ritfr another lorEarr pasaenger) tut I have no firrther i'pert lcuLars- 

I



Please note tlst this coplr ir supplied sub.iect tc tlx l.latirxalArdrirec'tgms ard condtions rd ttt*yur
use of h may be subfect to <ogyrQht restrictidE ftrtler infrrratkn b giren h the Terms and

Conditirxrs of sumlv of the Nrtiana[ Ardivs'leaflcts

Ref.: FO q\b

gnderstend that tirey rere having their revenge for tbe $SSACK-
AI,tlrAiRK affalrr (rhen aceordilg to Gennan prqpoganda Gesnan
Bearnen had. been f ired on ln the rater].

?no other escaped Eritish Seamen from a Bhlp cgBtured by
SCI1EIRT rbo arrived at Borrcleau:E irx anot,her prlson-sh1p about
the Eame tire had a].so 8ee!r tb.e vietims of the Gerqmn bmtallty.
They had seen si.x of theee mea vhoge baeke.rere lacerated and
rho were scarcely able to ralk oring to having been beaten
oa the aoles of their feet. A rurcur rent round the canp that
the German Offj.cer responsible had hed to apologlse for the
Ilasters of tbe Sriti.sh l{erehrni Shlps and tbat he ras about to
be Court-llartialled.. Sre cf the British $eanen rtlo reem.ted"
thls hao aciual1y rritte.n dosn the nanes of the victirns br,rt
r:nfortuaately hls diaqr: whieh contai-aed the nalnes bad lreen
taken frorn hin in Spsin. He didr horeverr confirn that s.e
of the men klJ*ldffiiE-Eeen a paasenger ln the AFBIC StAIt riro
had his ri.fe ritb bim. This lady' rlrs sas pregnantr r8E
wandering rornd the caup on the day after the rrutbreak trying
to d"iecover what had happened ta her busband rhen a &eroaa
Officer approached. acrd baldly infornaed her that her husband.
was deadr hgving been shot tbe prrevious n1gbt. At this nels

. the lady collapsed and L.ad to 
-oe 

takes to hospitel.

o-  I .  c .
] - .2 .9.4L.
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Cbsrcel

Fl^ee:

{ii
iil)

{iil)

at sea betreen 5" rcriea ancl .Sordeaur
ia Febr;aqr ar'a iia,rsh 191+'t.

Bvidenoe;

rr ansber of statererlte bave beea taba fra

reSlatriatd Ps*{ in th5.e casc, but t}esc ara

not rith the oharge eleet, pna tbe mly

naterial available is to be gatbsred fro the

detai-ts reosr{ed i-n t'b€ Sarticu.lars a:r page 2

of ttre ebarge eheet. &rm tlee, bffirer, a

ruSer of fasta errrge;-

1. ?bsre sas I plot acocrgst tlw Ls(s m boarrd the

lPortf.adr ta *eLz.e the ehirl and" i.grr:-ecre the

Geraan ct?r.

2. gbe Gcroeas becare a[ere d thio h.rt agreed to

take no acti:n prcrvided as fr.:.rther ineidents

oeu-r:neil.

J. S@ ila3ra later, a fire brdce otrt i.a' l{o. ?

hatob fro lbj.cb IJO prisonere had to be resrrved.

It is not sald rbether thj-s fire rge srrn*rctod ri-ti:

tbe orig{n.l plot' but there is a :efe.'eae ts a

*fl-a,le' ir€ing feud ammgst the cefgo.

4. :-r.m tlLis tip on, tha condr*t of, tbp Geraane,

rhi.ch ha'il grevioualg beelr frieodlSr, ehaqged

cq;le tely. Fsrt EpB ter€ flryeil, and tr*] rere

kil.hd as a result of shote birrg f,ired i'rdig-

cri.airoteJ"y futo one nf tbe bolds.

5. 3ro of the ren *tro rere fJ.6;d - fbqy and Llr'rch -

appsar to bsve been ilplicaied i-* the plot, fcr Fry

res Eentltroed to a lcg teru of inFriemrent by a

|.in*rn cor-rtrt i-l} l.ranee*

$ETXAYII} B?
At{ rnFs*tm,

SST.{Pi} T0GTI.RED
SEIE\-PIOTTERS
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If this rrlgs of tbe facts ig correct, drastic

aetia by tho rhipta ofFicera ro:ld b€ J'ustifi€d.

If tb b *n rbo rcre f}tg6eil nre ;rarrd to hars

taken part in the plot, it ig ilanbtful shether a

cotrt ro.rJd oorict tha accus€al u, a choqge of i-l,l-

tneati-ng prj'.enoara of rar, though i.t reuld clo eo if

tb€ ffqgfsgs reF lnilirorisina@. si-ilenlJr, if t5e

abstg fi,r€d into the hold rerl fireal because there

rag rpaeoebJc apprehensio d an' im€diate risi-ng

rrqggt the priaocra, tbe *tj'o' dtgbt reJ'l, be

al.aGd to bc Justifletl. If it ras Fv' rurccsltrolled

attock after aIJ' cbager of a risi€ had oeased, the

accueed ahqrld etand tte1r trbJ' a a char3e of

[niler.

?he na*e of tb ilitroassea are ect strt ctr FCe ,

cf tbe cbarge ebeet. Tte Focaedir\g- beiore ihe

Geruan ca.rrt ia 5lrnce , or tbe log booh ora/or

a cr=r li-st of tbe nPortJ.end' relsting to tbie

particular voJage shoult provide the sares ctr the

accr,rsed.

Please note that this copy is srbpct to the National Archives' terrns and corditrqrs and ttrat lanr
use of it may be subF'ct tocopilight restrictions. furttcr inforrnatic-r k giren in t}r Terrtrs and

Csditisrs of suoplv of the National Ardriyes'leaffers



Plea;e note,*rotrhi:ry is lryplbdn$edtD*elktioldArchinr'tcrrr rrdcdrdtidsadtf*1lgl
u* d it rnry be s6Fa to copgrigl* rtsrkti;rn kdrer L6rn*rian k gisr io tl* Tena3i *d 

-

Co*&*nc of mt" €{ tlt* f***rrd frebirar' &.&ts

&.Al - 1f7/ 1.*frH-2a -r7 {/

-

Mitd6.

tleelA,fPI
I hare read. theee papers i'ncludlrrg tbe rb1e

account of the trialr ad I t'bl'trk that lt een be
sa5.d. tbat on t&€ *roile t&e prlaoaera recelved a
falr firl,al. nnf tbat ttre orl"y cause of coqllaint la i
tlre everity of t&e sent*ncee. On t}le t& d1*o?€4f
of the thtr$ cudgele qppears to bave beelr decLglve
anel to have had most unfo:r'trnate resulte for our
rIr€D. I think I"t Le a].es e]-ean that tie laryerg
lnstnuct€A to appea:F on behal.f of &e pnl.acaers
pleaded tlre case rery rel-1 and toot moetl if not
a1L, of ure points rh1eb cglrLd. be takea La favour
of t&e prieoners. 3he case must b.ve been a yerg
difflcu3.t ore both to defend. aad alao to trg, anit
tb.e prtconera se€s to hsye hait quite as f;alr a
trid* aa could lre expected.

The tcgrortent guestd.on now le *'at astLon tbe
Adntral in Cmand. of the Sambung Faval".Diatr:tet
s111 take as tiega"rd,a nevlering the eent"ertces { soe
page 1O of tlre U.$. emorandum). It is rerTf much
to be bopeil that tre s111 nedtrce tlrem substantlatly
and comute tbe sirgl-e d.eath seat€nce, btrt, anlrJect
to tlre vie*s of ttrre Adnba].tyr I do not eee t&at rc
ean & anything tncre except keep in the el.osest
touclr rlth tbe U.S. hkssy about the case, 1a eaae
ttreyr or t&e Gennan Laryer:s, regulre any firrt{rer
Lnfor.nation on aeeietarrce. The rcLtten p1es, r*rich,
Eere put la by tbe Gerrnan laryers after the
pronouncement of Judgment against Frlr Llfscht
I{ltson, Heget asd- the ren*ining! t*efty-eix
{efend.arrtqput tlrel.casetvery xel.l, bnt it seelns
cunlous t&at so fer xe have :lecej.yed. ao informati.on
ae to tbe result, siuce t"be date of tlre pleaa is
the l0th $eptember. Penhaps firtber eaguirtes
ehoulcl be made of the U.S. fubassy about tJri.g.

Tbe npare eopy of the U.$. aaqnoraroftrm and,
r. docuraents used. a? tbe
t&e *dmina]"ty as sson as

posslble fep ftil> obseivatio&e' lf thts bas not
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ffi'Blb;*#rtr3 affir 

'f*4!*Fdi;:g 
r&e €ess *l .ar-arnrp FeFry.Ee:qrFl,f ;ffir r*gardi;:g t&.e €es+ af .*sEffi FFy

+,* f+ sfiltr*r **r****e t;- *mEb, !{i* ikj*stsrs
gry€9ffiHft . 433.€* tbsA th* i:si..:.s -:.egki i*: *t- *eri,.,-:r
H#?fr' c#sg3+r*# :t i*+*"j.*abi+ i+ s::";raech "ltsa
G"tyf+ etatb*lex,*g *lrert ii: t*J a*tt;;-;F 6] grs""
fG$ft€?er ElEt Etti t:i***v+*r L.a #br-+!.a ief;:rr=s*-t€r
+U €ke 4.9FfJe'#.*;t ei i::€ sFjse f{rs-+_ti:;. irffi tj i+
*ppe*1.
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ff*ryt e*+ sffi**e *'*' ru'E**r *;h*ie' e*E€etF a*'aa
tAAS ry{p fats nry***.x' sqr:3*'*g a,* }* r-e*e:a€e '
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iir * W.na FI€+. &*ir€r tflB:E bes* ele Eeaa*:le
tflflT$-'ts^rcL *eui-E!*rnr i a :."a *+arribE*. *hE€ b€
fs*_Tt*-ry+ry T3q+tae E*s .;*a5--r r43 }'is. ,;*irl.Er

,q?e a*r |S $&rafacre FB€EB$;E* "t}*{i t:r &E€r fEe?hrlr
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Plc.sc tpte that this opy issupplicd s{iecttothc },t*fuodArr*ireC hrm$and qrfitions*rd thatyur
uce of it malr be $bjtuto copytight naricims- Rr$pr ir*ornaticr is girln it Sr.'fi{rB ild
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?rLso:i Jlrestcr :,--Derrejiitr.rlgsrlr ::.edl,r.

3r3r ls still tne ocly iiritl.sn i.:! ,.:'lsa'r. :s *iars }c;.gly lntervl€retl
O:r ti?e I::s;eCtCr, wir,: x=s a?coj::-':rsiel a;.' Jr. Sah*lzOer5.. !..:r;rr s sc3.]leltor.

iqy ts lrr a celf- by iytr:r*1:'; irc rre*= ;1vg;r tirr :r<]ssL6flftg of ir€1s€
ritri, cibersr Dut or$f*rrs to:'e,rela alo;i., €eausr' t:1ilr i:r* le elloee.l to
s*O<e, irh1],e cther ;:rlsa:iers are lot.

The outLn;s yrerc prolo,nge: aftsr- t:le 1e:: -r!3it, alt nel to L€
s::rr:ensrl a6atr' ln t!:e Lasi fortnlg:it, ee tne rr-a.t=oiF of ;uar.is ras gisatly
,l'*in1ghed on ac$ouri gf tne ol-lsrsl.ng oi i,:r* t,cafi:.

Pry recelves Serceis r*;ulari;, irs errar;3r-l .lu:-ln,i trr* lest v1sr*-.

=:':!rs bave zat 3{et ei:rLret1 tneg gre lrosao\r :ie1l u;: r.a',:rle; l'3r}t,
=nl that ca;:r: wlil De esi{eJ tc fcr.*a:r,i Lie:l rc ...lre n--lscri.

lf3 Cas Os€j.r rA,?€:: irete-:tecer &fir ir,rllc1ls, etti aat; ;t|:.lie to€|!is.

?le -o.r lsoner's &*ai-uh ls :r ,"r1t,s ga{lsia:r- i f f :  $1s :eE*:.* i :*s oeen
et,te*tei +'P-t 6t! t  i ;*:  1a:t ort: lge sas tc oe izxci +::  tJ]- i"-" of t i rr : ' - . is. l t .

, ry's snlrli. Le szi.l1 v*rj joal: sa:3rxeri:rg i::v ,li:'ciirr:r+,.ar:c,:s :..!i
s:ii.ci; ire ltv**". :ic ls re:i r-*:et*j iil 1-:-;-s ;-.rt*,:i:, l;: cyery iv&ji.
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