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Dear Sirs,

In the course of extensive research into a series of incidents on board the German registered
vessel MV Portland during the months of February/March 1941, I came across the award of a
BEM to Able Seaman Fry, Able Seaman Lynch and Able Seaman Merrett for their involvement
in a mutiny and arson while they were prisoners on this vessel. 1 draw your attention to the
citation of the BEM for Fry, Lynch and Merrett, dated 11 December 1945, copy attached.

Please note this citation is in error on several issues:

1. The citation wrongly states that the SS Portland was captured by the Germans. Portland
was a German registered merchant ship crewed by German merchant seamen when she
took on the British and allied POWs in February 1941, and not a captured vessel.

2. The MV Portland was not crewed by a prize crew as stated in the citation. Portland had
her own designated pre-war German crew + extra naval guards put aboard later on to
assist in guarding the several hundred prisoners taken on from the motor supply ship
Nordmark located in the South Atlantic.

3. The citation also wrongly states that Fry and his group determined to regain control of the
ship, suggesting that he had previous control of Portland or that Portland had been a
British or allied vessel. Quite the contrary, the MV Portland was a German ship and Fry
and his ad hoc group attempted to take control in defiance of the instructions of British
senior RN and MN officers who were also POWs on Portland and not regain control as
stated.

4. The citation records that considerable damage was done to the Portland. As her crew put
the fire out quickly, no damage was done as a result..._see attached copy photo of
Portland arriving in Bordeaux 15® March 1941.

In August 1941 Fry pleaded guilty to mutiny and arson at his Hamburg naval tnial, significantly
the British government also expressed its satisfaction in the way the Germans had conducted the



proceedings, although the UK was unhappy with the severity of sentence, however Fry's
sentence of death was not carried out.

I also draw your attention to the following report by Lt AR Cheyne RN who unfortunately lost
his life in a car accident while a Naval Attache in Portugal in 1950.

ADM1/18939 - Behaviour of Brifish captured naval personnel on board German Ship
Portland — Assault by Germans on British POW’s. A Report by Lt Cdr A. R. Cheyne RN,
15™ July 1945, submitted to Admiral Submarines, Northways, London NNW.3.

Extract Quote: :

“Communication with the men forward was generally impossible. I did however send a message
to the Naval Ratings to be prepared to take the ship if they received further instructions from
me, but not to act without them. About a week after arrival on board, some of the men in the
forward hold formed a plan to overpower the German Officer in Charge of the Prisoners when
he went round at 21.00. This plan was stopped by Mr Rogers (Afric Star) who had been put in
charge of the hold by the Germans before it was put into operation. The Germans became very
suspicious and I have reason to believe knew of the existence of this plan, which is not really
surprising as there were 14 nationalities represented in the holds. Some eight days before arrival
in Bordeaux I received a message via a Chinaman from one of my ratings. A_B. Swain, that they
had a plan and should they proceed. I replied that nothing was to be done. I came to this
conclusion on the following grounds. I had no Peitty Officer to take charge. The draft were all
young inexperienced men, or Maltese. Secrecy was essential and [of] such an operation was
impossible in the crowded conditions forward. I had reason to believe the Germans were well
served with informers. Communication with the men forward was generally impossible and when
an opportunity did occur it was by unreliable channels. The Germans were becoming
increasingly vigilant. Captains Cooper and Athill both advised strongly against it”. Lt Cmdr
Cheyne also states: “that a Merchant Seaman Fry attempted to set the ship on fire. This
occurred at night and the fire was pui out without trouble by the Germans, before any damage
was done”. Lt Cdr Cheyne concluded in his report that those “who carried out the brutal
beating up all came under the category of War Criminal’s. End of Quote

Although there was loose talk among different groups about taking over the German supply ship
Nordmark and again when the prisoners were transferred to the MV Portland for the voyage
from the South Atlantic to Bordeaux, nothing was ever done and remained loose talk among the
POWs for a period. Research indicates that the Germans on the Portland were very nervous for
their own safety, being outnumbered by the several hundred British and allied POWSs on board. It
was Lt Cheyne RN the senior British naval officer Submarines and a POW himself, who issued
the first official order through an intermediary Pang Kam Kee a Chinese saloon steward to be
prepared to take over the Portland, however Lt Cheyne according to his report post war had
stipulated only when he gave the order. He subsequently communicated to the POWs
located in the holds, that nothing was te be done and gave his reasons. Captain Cooper Afric
Star Able Seaman Fry’s skipper and other captains concurred. This effectively took the wind out
of any plan and for several days nothing happened. On the evening of the 13™ March 1941, Able
Seaman Fry took it upon himself to proceed into the next hold where he fired two admiralty red
flares into some sacking and bags in the hope that this would attract the assistance of a RN
vessel. Following the discovery of large amounts of smoke coming from one hold, the Germans
quickly moved all the prisoners for’ard into the other hold and detailed some of the prisoners to
assist to put the fire out. The Germans subsequently initiated a process of interrogations in their
attempt to extract information from the prisoners as to whom was involved by beating up the
men on the open deck. In conjunction with this the light cable which was used to provide light to
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the hold suddenly went out leaving the other prisoners and several guards who were also in the
alleyway adjacent in total darkness. In the panic several shots were fired and when the lights
were put back on two prisoners had been killed and others wounded.

Irrespective of the British Governments attitude at the time. the legal status of Fry and the other
merchant seamen imprisoned on board the Portland was non-combatants ie. they were not
subject to martial law and neither were they obliged to attempt to escape. POWs were subject to
the provisions of various intemational conventions in relation to their behaviour while they were
captives on the Portland and the Germans were also obliged to follow the same rules of
behaviour. As captives on a German naval ship the POWs, RN + MN, were also obliged to
follow the instructions of senior British naval officers. While merchant seaman’s contracts of
employment had been severed through the sinking of their vessels there was still a duty on MN
POWs to respect the authority of their merchant navy captains, even though they were prisoners,
and that obligation was not abrogated by the sinking of their own ships.

In March 1940 an instruction was issued advising the status of German merchant ships would be
changed to that of ships of the Kreigsmarine, when they had taken on board POW’s. According
to the Decree of the O.K.M (Oberkommando der Kreigsmarine) of March 9th 1940, enemy or
neutral civil persons on board a German-Warship are subject to Prisoner of War regulations. The
Portland now operated pursuant to German military command/ instructions. Consequently, the
Kapitin of the Portland became a Oberleutenant Zur See in the German Navy and his
surbordinates took on the relevant German naval ranks. Meaning the German motor vessel
Portland became a German naval ship run on military lines from the time she took on prisoners
from the German supply ship Nordmark. This also meant that Oberleutenant Zur See Plimnecke,
the Kapitin of the Portland, had the power to appoint a Man of Confidence in accordance with
the relevant Hague and Geneva conventions as applicable to Prisoners of War. Bosun William
Rogers of the SS Afric Star was duly appointed and his instructions had to be followed by others
in the hold.

In defiance of his senior officers Royal Navy and Merchant Navy, who were also POWs on the
Portland, Able Seaman Fry and his ad hoc group went ahead and recklessly and without any
consideration for the consequences, attempted to set fire to the Portland and through his action
set in motion a chain of events which ultimately led to the deaths of Frank Evans, Arthur
Freeman, the wounding and torture of other prisoners and the inevitable painful legacy of
bereavement inherited by their relatives. Fry later pleaded guilty and was convicted of mutiny by
a naval courts-martial in Hamburg in August 1941. Although Fry made complaints of ill-
treatment to the War Crimes Commission post war, in contrast, the red cross reports during the
war show that Able Seaman Fry was happy with his treatment and wished to remain in Hamburg
Prison under his then conditions for as long as possible. There is a very large gap between the
allegations of Fry post war and the actual red cross report. Prior and during the Hamburg Trial
the descriptions of Fry by some British witnesses and his own British appointed lawyer point to
someone completely out of control.

Christy - SS Duquesa: Christy describes Frv “ as being punch drunk or slighily mad as he had
boxed before”

Fry in his evidence testified “that Lynch, Kitson, Merritt did not help me to set fire only io stuff
matiresses - Kitson and Lynch did not do anything at all; They turned yellow at the last minute”
Lt Cheyne RN: “Two or three hotheads got together, They were fools to have done it~ He did
seem somewhat a wild type “a reference to Fry.

Dr Scherzberg defence lawyer: In his advice to the British Government “ Dr Scherzberg made
the suggestion pre-trial that perhaps “Fry was eccentric or mentally unbalanced”. The briefing
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note goes on to say that “withowut the services of a physician no clear indication in this
connection could be obtained” The Foreign Office for their own reasons did not follow this
suggestion by Dr Scherzberg. The above comments extracted from the files show that Able
Seaman Fry SS Afric Star, was totally unpredictable, an irrational fool whose actions had serious
consequences for all concerned on board Portland.

Incredibly on the 11™ December 1945, the following were awarded the British Empire Medal
(Civil Divison), for their actions on the MV Portland in March 1941.

Alfred Ernest Fry, Able Seaman SS Afric Star. Born 23rd August 1913 at Bristol. Residence
at 20 Woodbine Road. Whitehall, Bristol; also awarded the Lloyds Medal for bravery at sea on
the Portland;

Thomas Daisly Lynch, Able Seaman SS Stanpark, Born 28th May 1918 at Hamilton Scotland.
Residence at 112 Hazelmere Road, Upton Lea Estate, Slough, Bucks;

Roderick James Merrett, Able Seaman SS Barneveld. Born 2nd July 1915 at Couldson.
Residence at 49 Alma Road, Windsor, Berks:

Lt Cheyne RN the senior RN officer and POW on the MV Portland was an experienced
submariner and prior to his capture along with his officers and crew was being deployed to HMS
Medway, a submarine depot in the eastern med. Having scrutinised all the documentation the one
thing that comes up time and time again, is that Lt Cheyne's instructions to cancel any plan to
take over the Portland was perfectly understood by all concerned in particular Able Seaman Fry
and his ad hoc group. Lt Cheyne RN, Bosun William Rogers, other senior officers and older
secaman would also have been acutely aware that fire even smoke resulting from a
conflagration was and still is the ultimate seafarers nightmare, particularly in the case of
Portland which was then overloaded with several hundred prisoners (327 prisoners + approx 54
german crew = 381 in total) aboard and had no extra lifeboats or safety equipment to
accommodate survivors if she had to be evacuated quickly. Any fire started by Fry and his co-
conspirators within a hold full of sacking could have got out of control and easily consumed the
ship in minutes with the subsequent loss of many British and allied lives.

It is also significant that within the transcripts of Fry's naval courts-martial in Hamburg August
1941, Lt Cheyne's instruction to cancel any action to take over Portland is repeated on several
occassions by different witnesses in evidence to the German court, which corroborates the fact
that his orders had been communicated effectively down the line to the POWS imprisoned in the
for’ard hatches. The British Governments policy at the time was to defend Fry on the basis that
as a Prisoner of War he had a duty to escape. Not so. Fry as a merchant scaman was a non-
combatant and was emphatically not a member of any armed force consequently no duty of
escape was placed upon him. However, the Prisoner of War defence of a duty to escape being an
imperative for POWs like Fry, had certain benefits for the UK at the time, as it forced the
Germans hand not to execute Fry and to mitigate the punishments. The British had advised the
Germans that excessive punishments if meted out to Fry and others, would have serious
reciprocal consequences for German POWs held in British hands. British concerns were mainly
focused on protecting their other POWs held in German camps elsewhere from excessive
punishments, hence the understandable line taken by the UK in this case. Able Seaman Fry's
duty was to follow the instructions of his senior officers and not to endanger the several hundred
British and allied prisoners on the Portland, essentially he ignored that, ostensibly in his bid to
escape and one wonders as to where he had hoped to escape too on the high seas. Indeed there is
also evidence within the files etc that Fry was actively going around Portland seeking others to
join him in his endeavour and may have been using aggressive methods of persuasion to get
others to sign up to his so called plan of mutiny, arson and attempted piracy on the high seas.
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Having researched the issues surrounding the Portland Mutiny in March 1941, and examined the
trial transcripts of Able Seaman Fry and others who were involved, one finds that the award of a
BEM, and in Frys case the extra award of a Lloyds medal for bravery at sea while they were
POWs on the German motor vessel Portland, to be an affront to the families of the bereaved and
his own shipmates. I particularly take issue with the lines in the citation that record Fry etc... as
having displayed courage and determination in pursuing the project by forceful measures, and
put ones view thus. The award of BEM and the Lloyds medal for bravery at sea to Fry, Lynch
and Merrett, grounded on a flawed citation, is an insult to those who risked and gave their lives
honourably for the ﬁwdomswenow enjoy.

Yours Sincerely £,

S ’%‘h W j

Irlsh Seamen s Relatives Association (1939-46)

lanammpithinn:

- ,,.,4/’,_,,
Dublin3 S
Republic of Ireland e
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IRISH SEAMEN’S RELATIVES ASSOCIATION

Seirbis onorac sa Muir-tractala na hEireann 1939-46
[Service with honour in the Irish Mercantile Marine 1939-46]

British Government Reply

Re Submission — Mutiny on the Portland — Revisited

I apologise on behalf of those who dealt with the matter all those
years ago. | suppose things were rather chaotic at the end of the
Second World War and no doubt there were mistakes made and
decisions made without the full facts. In hindsight this is indeed
regrettable.

Reply received from [, 1 ondon;

Dated, 6 September, 2010

Peter Mulvany B.C.L ; H Dip i Dublin 3, Ireiand;

¢ mail : mulvanypeterie@yahoo.co.uk Website : www.irishseamensrelativesassociation Sl
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6022 SUPPLEMENT 710 THE LONDON GAZETTE, 11 DECEMBER, 1945
CENTRAL CHANCERY OF THE ORDERS set on fire and within two minutes the whole

OF KNIGHTHOOD, of the midships section was burning Hercely.
St. James’s Palace, S.W 1. Abandonment was ordered and rafts and
2nd May, 1944 hodsmgtamy-ﬂhmng_dﬂmm

shown below as having received an expression Ma;mmmgwy’mlpf?ﬁ
of Commendation for brave conduct when apanese, surfaced, approached ome of the
rendering services fo the Forces in Haly. goa!sanddunandedﬂni Raals of

KING'S COMMENDATIONS. Master, Chief Officer and Chief Engineer.
Frank GaLE, British Resident in X B N e
Geg%mShm,lmeBmw " o Bit sosior slficass saldsisined s

Awarded the Britisk Ewmpire Medal
St, James's Palace, S.W.x. (Civil Division):—

1xth December, 1945. | Alired Emnest Fry, Sailor, ss. “* Afric Star
_TheKINGlnshemgmdomlyplmsed_to {Blue Star Line, Ltd.).

Gazette
of the names of those specially shown below The s.s. *“ Portland *’ was captured by the
as ha received an expression of Commen- Gemmans and, with a prize crew om board,
dation for their brave conduct. was used to transport 327 prisoners tfo
To be en Additional of the Ciwil Division 5 nenadl
: : group of prisoners led by Fry,
ﬂEfﬂw f_ﬂﬂE Order of the British determined to regain control of the ship and

> , S.5. “* Samsylarna ” (Sir R. Ropaer attempt was made to set the cargo on

&The 3 in the ﬂntthesxf-‘:ewmldbesem
s.s. ** sailing in convoy British naval craft. enemy, however,

from New York to India was succeeded in puiting out the fire, but not

Orders were given to abandon ship, the crew imprisonment on charges of mutiny and
being picked up later by an escort vessel. arson. The three men were subsequently
The the Master reboarded repatriated and are now in this country.
with a skeleton crew, and two unsuccessful Fry was the chief ringleader and displayed
attempts were made to fow the ship. Latera courage and determination in
tug arrived and the * " awash pujeetdﬁbmﬁonbyﬁndm
ﬁ'omtheto :utlheslm.wastnwed Lynch apu;;’:mtp:tinphn—
31 miles {o Benghazi beached. i ing and ing for

greshe m&phml msmmms attempied
and coolness throughout. By_lnsskiﬂand; Merrett i in the execn-

To be purchased divectly from HM. STATIONERY OFFICE ot the Dollowing sddmesses
Yert House, Kingsway, London, W2 ; 13 Castle Street, Edistueph 2;
3p¢r RKing Street, Manchester 2; 1 St Andrew’s Coscent, Cardiliz
§e Chichester Street. Belfast;




Seotion 1-267/1940, 156

8. The lmpmuuhmtg of preventin 5 venssly nnchorlng In fog in realised,
but all possible nnpu should be takepn locally to minimise this risk, and particular
attention should be paid, to the movements of tugy, towlag targets and refuse
lighters and the dmplng ot refusq,

4. The operations of minesweepers should be urwgad that aweeps are

neither strearaed nor hauled In whan in the v1chﬂty of th los and hm:umonu
of fixed A /8 dofs ad vios, ar change of speed should similarly
be avoided as far as is poulbh.

Sweeplng over the' position of the H.DA. lnstrwnests should: by svoided
where possible, but whenlsueh sweeping 18 nocessary the sweep should be kept
not less than 80 feet from the bottom of the nea,

B, Tha distance ‘within' which sweops may trolled minefield

pends on local conditions, and s left to the dhcm&un o! the Flag Officers or
Nnvu Offipars-in -Ch.m concarned.

8, (‘nm\nndm!u»qh!d requosted o lsaue lotal Ordom or to call
sttontlon to thoss' nlres hmtd Q:o augure thnt this matter is brought to the
notics of all concerned,

0.A.7.0, 260,~—~0ensorship--Disciplihary Action in
connection with
(N1, 758/40,~42.9,1840.)

(& hip of privats correspond 18 lostituted solely for security purposes,

2, Thelr Imdnh!;u doslre to Impeess upon officers that It ls moat undesirable
that Information obtalned from cepsombip should be used ua the foundation of a
disciplinary charge mlnst any person, !m[ﬂ for » breach of security rules. For
example, the of a g lotter should mot be :hmod under
Section 49 of the Naval Dlnipltno Act.

8 Notwithstandlog the above, evaslon of censorship la to be regarded as o
serlous disciplinary offence, vide C.AF.O, 40/40,

(C.d . F0, 40140, Nat in Aninual Volume,)

0.AF.0, 2981837 Programma of New Oonstruction—Names
(8.1, 07208/40,-29.2,1840,)
It has Leen decided that tht two battleships of the 1837 programme, bulldio
by Messts, Swan, Hunter & Wigham, Richardson, Ltd . and The Fairfiel
§|phmlding & Enmmnrm’ Co., Ltd, shall be named "' Anson " and * Howe "
respeetively instend of " Je licoe " and Beatty " o tormerly notified,

¢.A. 5.0, 280.—Procedure on Sighting & Torpedo Track from a

prosumed Ememy Submarine—8hips carrying Depth |

Charges
(AW /D1, 0A15/40,~-29,2.1040.)
Whaen 4 torpedo track is sighted and avoided, ONE dopth charge should be
dropped lmmedistely If clreumatances permilt,
2. The objects of this nre a9 followy e
{a) 1t mny mislead tho enamy submarine lnto th&nkh:l; that & hit has been
abtalned, She may then come to peris epth to observe the
mmlt. or altsrpatively mmin in uu vtnlnlty in thc hope of deliverlng
riber attack on the " fad
AL wlll mﬁrk the position st th- nh p whep tlm torpedo track was seen and
thershy asalat uny A/8 cruft In company,
" A, ‘The following note Is to be added, to the aignification of flag ¥ T holsted
aingly te=
w " The shilp attacked may deop one depth chafge to mislead an enamy
submaring Into mumlng a successlul attack, A good lnokout should be
hept for the periscops.’

is o mionll or adminlstrative, As immediate action i lud

s ———

AR

NAA,018.0001

157 Section 1-—836/1940

: O.A.F 0. 836.—Naval Control Service Omar
(M, 08207/40,~7.9.1940.)

With reference to C.B, 01784(39) Article 68, the Naval Control Service Officer
at any port in the United Kingdom will, so far as disciplinary and adminjstrative
duties are affected, work under the Flag Officer-in-Charge, or the Naval Officor-in-
Charge, of the port at which he is stationed,

4. In operational mattors, the Naval Control Sérvice Officer should communis
cate direct with his Commuander m-cmat in order %hat auy delays le be eliminated,
but such communicstions—whathe OE i be 1
to the Flag Officer-ln-Charge or Naval au‘m-c

8. In cosea of emsrgency, the Naval Control Sonﬂu Officor may communlonts
direct with the Admirsity, but he must keep the Commander-in-Chief of his area
informed of any netion taken, In the same way the Admiraity may bave to com-
municate direct with the Naval Control Service Officers, but will kesp tha
Commanders-in-Chief Intormed,

4. 1t la vomoetimes difficult to dofine exactly whether any K‘niwlnr question

atters may be
of ‘vital importanee, the lhurtnr hannel of comm 1 be wsed in all
cases of doubt,

8, The normal el 1 of 6o ders-[n-Chief to Naval
Control Service Officers, I lhmulh tha Flu Officarn- in—Clw-;e of m«lr
sub-Commiands, In cases of ne when it fs y for the in
Chief to communicate direct wit aval Control Service Omw. tha Flag Gm«wr-
in-Charge of the sub-Command nhouM be informed that such & communication has
taken place, in order that duplleation of signals and messages muny be wvelded,

8. The Flag Officerin-Charge or tha Naval Officerdn.Charge of a Port or
Anchoruge is responsible for the muwmamc and m!oty of shipping within the
limits of that Port or Aachorage, The Naval Cantrol Bervice Offioar Is responsibla
for the routeing of ships away from the Port or Anchorage and the reporting of ¢
thelr movements, . |

7. It Is not the intention that the I Oln«;er\in-C.hntp or Naval Officer-in»

Charge should intervene jn the operational duties of the Naval Control Service
Officor at any .Kzrt. but should he consider that these duties ure belng Incorrestly
performed he ahould report the fact to hls Commander-in-Chief, who will take any
action necessary,

8, The fullest paration of sll enguged in the work at any port {s essential
0 wuoces, ﬁ

Nota~-Qwing to |pccml local conditions the following additioval lnstruetions |
are to be obaerved at d‘nu The Naval Control Service Officer Is to come
under the Naval Officer-ind Ramasguts, and the Vice-Admiral, Dover, for |

|

-

[ uBgoIsu
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"So[y Ayeniuwipe ul
puepod AW 24} “ZZg 3ed 1y

s sao3aled ojul 129
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administrative and disciplina pumunl but for operational purposes he s to
come undor Commanderin-Chief, the Nmo excopt that the Viee-Admiral, Dover,
is nuthorised to feate direet with the Naval Control Service Officer, Ramsgate,
concorning the movement of Shi plng bmmd westward (rom the Dowm. The '

Naval Offfoer-dn-Charge, should, wwver, be kept Informaed of an rational
communications made, {n order hat he may pags on to ViesAdmiml, pvur. any
information of which he whould be kept aware,

mm__..__,{

OAF0O, 482, ~German Merchant Vessels
(NI, 0B88/40.~21.8,1940.)
This C.A N0, which cancels CAFOs B34/1000 and 2489/1980, divides

'ltm (:jcrmnn Morchant Fleet into satogories lhnwlnu the potential wartime use of
o units
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2. Age, spesd and sise are the maln features Ec suoh o classifieation of
mrehnt vessels, Age does not M\uyu apply in the case of passenger Uners, where
apead and size wro the main conalderations,
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German Guards brutglity to 2ritish Prisoners.

The German Herchant Ship PORTLAND sailed from
Talcahuano on 30tk January, 1°41.

Scmetime in Pebruary she met the prison tanker RORDMARK |
in the Scuth Atlantic- Prom this ship she receivel 327
prisoners from vessels stiacked by SCHEER and probably by
Raider 10 and possibly Raider 41.

A NI Ao 755

The following was reported by a Swedish member of the
crew of a British ship captured by SCHEER and transferred
to the PORTLAND, who has since reached Stockholm and been i
guestioned by our Naval Attache there:- !

RETT———E

"The PORTLARD arrived in the Gironde in the middle of
¥arch. When in the river at Bordeaux some 4 Naval
Ratings and 2 KEercantile kKarine Ratings made an attempt
to fire the ship and & fire actually broke out; smoke
pouring into the hold where the prisoners were guartered.
It was, however, put out by the German Guards who there-
upon moved the prisoners to another hold and mounted a
further guard. Later that same day German sailors worx—
ing on deck evidently disturbed the leads giving light to
our hold; the resulting darkness apparently made the
German Guards believe that an attack on them by the
prisoners was imminent, so-fired their revolvers killing
. two men and wounding one. One man killed is thought to be
a passenger ex AFRIC STAR (his wife was aboard amidships |

with another woman passenger) but I have no further
particulars. = -

/‘

As a punishment for the alleged sabotage extra
guards were mounted, food withheld for 24 hours and
transfer made to another hold; the Germans slso used
whips indiscriminstely on anyone within reach and I
remember seeing the Chief Officer of the AFRIC STAR black
and blue from lashes, another man was handcuffed and had t;
stand in a small box on deck for 15 hours where the Germg
bosun beat him with a leaden pipe; the men actually }
concerned with the attempted sabotage suffered badly; tne
were told they would be shot and were meanwhile masmacled
At Bordeaux, however, a German Naval Patrol came on board,g
ordered the release of prisoners from confinement, had
food issued end gave instructions for everyone to be ;
disembarked.” (

A British Quartermaster from a ship captured by Smin
though not actually in the PORTLAND at the time of the abore
had met prisoners from this ship in the camp at ST. &‘

i

‘s
e U —

et

ENGALL (Stalag 221) shortly afterwards. He ccnfinned the
information given above and had himself seen the back of the !
Chief Officer of the AFRIC STAR covered with weals. This :
Officer had not oeen in any way concerned with the outbreak, !
but had been seized and beaten up by the guards as wm’r’{
One of the men who had been killed was a passenger from the
AFRIC STAR whose wife had also been transferred to the
PORTLAND, while the other was either a Naval Rating or a
Merchant Seaman Gunner from the AFRIC STAR whose name was
White. A number of other men were beaten up and 6 or 7 f
were told that they would be taken to Hamburg and Court !
Martialled. The German Guards gave the prisoners to 3
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understand that they were having their revenge for the COSSACK-
ALTMARK affair, (when according to German propoganda Germsn
seamen had been fired on in the water).

Two other escaped British Seamen from a ship captured by

! SCHEER, who arrived st Bordeaux in another prison-ship about

i the same time had also seen the victims of the German brutality.
They had seen six of these men whose backs were lacerated and
who were scarcely able to walk owing to having been beaten
on the soles of their feet. A rumour went round the camp that
the German Officer responsible had had to apologise for the
Masters of the British Merchant Ships and that he was about to

! be Court-Martialled. One cf the British Seamen who recounted

! this had actually written down the names of the victims but

{ unfortunately his diary. which contained the names had been

]  taken from him in Sggin- He did, however, confirm that cne

i of the men killed been a passenger in the AFRIC STAR who

| had his wife with him. This lady, who was pregnant, was

| wandering round the camp on the day after the outbreak trying

. to discover what had happened to her husband when a German

‘Officer approached and baldly informed her that her husband

was dead, having been shot the previous night. At this news

.the lady collapsed and had to be taken to hospital-.

t 0.I.C-
12.9.41.
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(1) Otflcer i/e ss ‘Portlamd" on & voyage to Bordeaux
from S. america in Feby and Merch 1341.
2) The chief prison officer on the ship *
3) The officers and ORs i/c prisoners on the vavage &

4) & ship's carpenter.
Shexge¢ (gg m:;ul wounding and asssult.
(1ii) Ill-treatment of prisomers of war,

Plsce: 4t sea between S, america snd Bordesux

in February end kerch 1941,
Evidence:
4 number of statements have been taken from
repatriated Ps0§ in this case, but these are
not with the charge sheet, and the only
materisl available is to be gathered from the
details recorded in the Particulars on page 2
of the charge sheet. From these, however, =
number of facts emerge:-
1. There was & plot amongst the PsUOR on boerd the
"Portland” to seize the ship and imprison the
German crew,
2. The Germens became awere of this but agreed to
teke no action provided no further incidents
ogcurred.
3« Some days later, a fire broke out in No, 2
hatch fram which 150 prisoners hed to be removed.
It is not said whether this fire was comnected with
the original plot, but there is a reference to a
"flare" being found amongst the cargo.
4, From this time on, the conduct of the Germans,
which hsd previously been friendly, changed
com:letely. Four men were flogged, and two were
killed as a result of shots being fired indis-
criminately #nto one of the holds,
5. Two of the men who were flogged - Fry and Lynch -
appear to have been implicated in the plot, for Fry
was sentamced to a long term of imprisonment by a

arman eourt in France,

I
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GESTAPO TORTURED
SEVEN PLOTTERS

SIX British salors and 2

Chinese. Pan Kim-Kee, plotied
in the holgd of a Mazi prison ship
to:e!zemevmnlzmea&lntqi!

&
LY
H
§
gz

Tas story of the plot and be-:
irzral was told fo-dzy by one oif

the seven—Able Seaman Wi HdhHam}
Swain, BN, 23S vearold son o | |

ex-Police Superintenden: Swain. |
¢f Creekmore. Poois, who has |
just hesn flown moeme after four
¥Years capiviiy.

Thir s ihe tale ke iold et the
‘home of his wifes perenis a1 Wan-
ton. Bournemowik, where ke has
siirieg 11 weeks legre:
January. 1941 my ship was
czught by ks pocker bellieshp
Scheer.

We were ‘zken aboard ibe |
Agmura! Scheer. znd afier eight!
gzvs wransierred ic the Nordmerk |
a sister ship of the Hidareed AR i

:

merk, and later to the Portiand
Decided to Mutiny

We Britizh amenz the prisciiers
n the Portland decided o mutiar,
capiure he ship ard s3tl her o
Engized

e pintied ‘c make 3 disiurh-
card, wSile 3 party from

Thare were seven principal
plotters. six Brilish and a Chinese,
Pan Kim-Kee, z ne feliow.

As we approached the Bay aof
Biscay we felt we must 20% Scon
or it would be teo iate. and Pan
Kim-Kee tock 3z messafe Ig our
officer for consent {0 act bui the
reply came back Do mnoliing.

. % for

We gedidad wa musi 2ot st
nizhl when the German ‘F\}'}t\"“’“
eficer came down; &
former had a{—e.‘ at
oficer came. Wit exis
there were extra Egu
gengwav: with asnd-grenagdes,

A big investigaiion was openad
azd ihe Gestapo got e work Gn
the seven principal instigeiors We
were lined up agsinst the bulk-
head ‘with ocur wrists tied The

brought empiy cofins
and s=id we would be shot on ihe

spot, (L
Death Sentence

¥ waz, Haweser. 8 form of
Cestapo mertal toriurs,

A3 Hamburg in August 19331,
we Fere wisd ¥: companion.
Fry, of Bristel. waz seatenced o
€s3%h. and others seeerved long
sentantes nf  rrorisonrant—
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mpue ings which are taken against the accused
i e ined in the light of the above facts
i.e. 2 plan to overpower the Germsn crew snd take
over the ship - an offence which was overlocked by
the Germans, fol]}adbyavezympicioustinin
one of the holds of the ship.

If this véew of the facts J.s correct, drastic
action by the ship's officers would be justified.,
If the 4 men who were flogged were proved to have
taken part in the plot, it is doubtful whether &
court would convict the accused on a charge of ill-

treating prisoners of war, though it would do so if

the floggings were indiscriminate. Similarly, if the

shots fired into the hold were fired because there
was reasonasble apprehension of an immediste rising
amongst the prisoners, the action might well be

deemed to be justified, If it was an uncontrolled

attack after all danger of s rising hsd ceased, the

accused should stand their trial on a charge of
murder.

The names of the witnesses are set out on pege 3
of the charge sheet. The proceedings beiore the
German court ir France, or the log book and/or

a crew list of the "Portlend" relsting to this
particular voyasge should provide the names of the

accused.
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I have read these papers including the whole
account of the trial, and I think that it can be
said that on the whole the prisoners received a

$)

)
HoARIRT ﬁ:{ .

i

fair trial and that the only cause of complaint is |

the sverity of the sentences.

and to have had most unfortunate results for our
men. I think it is also clear that the lawyers
instructed to appear on behalf of the prisoners
pleaded the case very well and took most, if not
all, of the points which could be taken in favour
of the prisoners. The case must have been a very
difficult one both to defend and alse to try, and
the prisoners seem to have had quite as fair a
trial as could be expected.

The important guestion now is what action the
Admiral in Command of the Hamburg Naval.District
will take as regards reviewing the senternces (see
page 10 of the U.S. memorandum). It is very much
to be hoped that he will reduce them substantially

On this the discovery
! of the thirty cudgels appears to have been decisive;

i

§
i
5
%
H
§

and comnute the single death sentence, but, subject

to the views of the Admiralty, I do not see that we
can do anything more except keep in the closest
touch with the U.S. Embassy sbout the case, in case
they, or the Germsn lawyers, reguire any further
information or assistance. The written pleas, which
were put in by the German lawyers after the
pronouncement of judgment agsinst Fr’t, Lynch,
Kitson, EHerret and the remsining twenty-six
defendants, put thescasesvery well, but it seems
curious that sc far we have received no information
as to the resuli, since the date of the pleas is
the 10th September. Perhaps further enguiries
should be made of the U.S5. Embassy about this.

’ The spare copy of the U.S. memorandum and

the proceedings and other documentis used at the
irial should be sent tolthe Admiralty as soon as
possible for 4aeew» observations, if this has not

already been done.
P A
o ; 5 26th November, 1941,
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. Jete of visit;
Aug, 20th 1343,

Prison Jarector : Overrezierungsrst

Fry is still the
pect

oy toe Inspector,

¥ry 18 in s cell
#itn others, oput pref
smoxe, while cther

The ocutinzs were prolonged azfter tne
snortened agsin in tne lzst fortmight,
oomoing of

diminished on sccount

or

of tne

s to remein alone,
oners are uot,

an in rison, He was g e |
2d oy Ir, Scherzperg, Fry's
e was zZivea the po

Decause toas he is= 2

lzst wvisit, put had
the numper of i

ag 1owi,

guards wss

nterviewed
sclficitor.

ssibpility of oveing

llowed to

to e
grestly

)

e

orisoner's heslth 1s guite satisfzctory; his
sttended to, and the lust oridgs wes to oe 7 : £he
¥ry's spirit is sti
wnicn he lives, He is well
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