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* A rare photo of the German U-38 sub-
marine which claimed the ‘kill’ of the
trawler Leukos.

* Peler Mulvaney - he tracked down the eviderice
of the U-boat sinking the trawler. Below - the fiat
showing how ihe Leuios was sunk fy guelire off
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as ‘missing’.
Butinaremarkable piece -
of detective work Peter has
discovered that German
naval files which have re-
cently come to light reveal
the reat fate of the Dublin-
based steam trawler.

The boat was, in fact,
sunk by gunfire from a Ger-
man U-Boat ofi Tory Island,
with the loss of 11 members
of the crew.

The war journal kept by
the skipper of the U-38,
Captain Heinrich Liebe,
shows that he surfaced and
opened fire on the Leukos @
in an attack that began at
21.13 hours on 9 March
1940, to the north west of
Tory.

According to German

Boat was also involved in
landing a German agent on
the Irish coast on June 12
that same year.

Peter Mulvany (40), a
father of three from Casina
Park, Marino, a former Irish
Shipping employee told
SUNDAY WORLD yester-
day: "I was thrilled to find
the truth after 47 years, but
was also sad to learn the
fate of these Irish fisher-
men, who included my
granduncle, Patrick
McCarthy, from Carleton
Road, Dublin.

| “The skipper of the Ger-
. man submarine concerned
imay slill be alive. He was
ilast heard of a few years

A DUBLIN man has solved the mystery
reunding an Irish trawler which disappe:
with all hands during the last World War.

Peter Mulvany bad a relaiive aboard the Leukos which
wenl missing off the Co. Donegal cosst in 1940, It was
; 2saumed that the boat hita mine and it's still officially fisted
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ago living in East Germany.

“I would love to mest him
and ask him why he sank an
unarmed neutral fishing
trawler that posed no threat
to anybody. I'm convinced
the trawler was in Irish
waters at the time.”

Peter made his discovery
about the Leukos when he
started researching the
histary of his sea-faring
family.
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sur- @ Frank Forde’s ‘The Long @
ared @ Waich’ published in 1981.

But through a friend in
London who helped him
with research at the Guild-
hall Library, Peter dis-
covered that the latest
edition of Jurgen Rohwer's
book ‘Axis Submarine Suc-
cesses 1939-45' contains in-
formation never revealed
before — including the de-
tails on the sinking of the

Leukos. .

Files

Some of the newinforma-
tion came from former U-
Boat personnel. Other data
came from Brilish and
American intelligence files,
recenily declassified, on
German signals picked up’

In official Irish records
the vessel is still listed as
‘missing’. It is also de-
scribed as ‘missing' in the
authoritative work on Irish
vessels lost at sea during

naval archives, the same U- @ the Second World War —

WAS §

WAS the killing of 11
fishermen by a Ger-
man submarine de-
liberately covered up?

The fact that it has taken
more than 45 years for the
truth to emerge about the
fate of the trawler Leukos
suggests there may have

been a conspiracy of

silence.

Onetheory is that the Ger-
mans sank the Dublin fish-
ing boat in Irish waters but

the formerly top-

® secret Ultra decading

system.

-“Ithink it's very important
that the real truth of what
happened to the men of the
Leukos be revealed,” said

@ Poter.
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covered uptheincidentina
bid to avoid a row with a
neutral lrish government.

The question must also
be asked — did the Irish
Government ask the Ger-
man authorities at the time
it they were involved in the
sinking? And if so, what
was the reply?

Officially, German sub-
marine commanders were
under orders from U-boat
supremo Admiral Karl
Donitz to keep out of Irish
ferritorial waters.
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“The irish seaf wio .
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risked and gave their lives
during the Second World
War have never had the re-
cognition they deserved.
And the Irish Shipping
fiasco is an example of
that.”

The 216 ton Leukos was
skippered by J.P. Thomas-
son, a native of Fleetwood,
withan address at 63 Lower
Mount Street, Dublin.

Dubliners on board in-
cluded Second Engineer
Bernard Smith, 10 Boyne
Street; cook Patrick
McCarthy, 40 Carleton
Road, Marino; deckhands
T. Mulligan and T. Gill, both

of the Catholic Seamen's In- *

stitute; fireman Michael
Cullen, 29 Boyne Street and
apprentice James Hawkins,
69 - Park Cottages, Rings-
end. Other crew members
had addresses in England.

The vessel was owned by

- the Dublin Trawling, Ice

and Cold. Storage Com-
pany Ltd.

Itis possible that the Ger-
man sub thought the
Leukos was a British boat
— it had been registered in
the UK but was re-registered
in Dublin in 1927. The U-38
war diary, however, lists it
as 'British’.

Itwas just one of about 30
‘kills’ claimed by U-Boat
skipper Heinrich Llebe,
who seems to have been
one of the most resourceful
of the G

C who prowleds
the Atlantic and the North
Sea, preying on Allied con-|
voys. It was a kind of war-
fare vividly portrayed in the
TV series, ‘The Boat.

Liebe’'s many operations
took him from the seas OHT

Sierra Leone to the Soviet
Arctic coastline. But des-|
pite the many attacks in
which he was involved, he|
survived the war — unlike|
many of his fellow skippers.
Liebe was decorated for}
bravery, receiving the]
Knight's Cross with Oak
Leaves.
Lifebuoy

Thirteen days after the|
sinking of the Leukas a
small ship's boat with a life-
buoy on board marked ‘S S.
Leukos, Dublin' was
washed ashore at Scarinish
harbour, Tiree, Scotland.
But no bodies were ever
found.

Oddly, Peter Mulvany’s
granduncle had a feeling it
was his last voyage before
sailing out from Hanover
Quay. “He told my mother:
‘I don't think I'm coming
back’,” said Peter.

* The Irish Seamen’s
Memorial Commitise hope
to unvell a memorial shortly |
to Irish seafarers who dled)|
during the Second World
War. if's planned for Lom-
bard Street, In Dublin’s
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Bul German archives
show clearly that the sub
which sank the Leukos did
indeed secrelly invade our
territory.

It is now clear that it was
the U-38 which entered
Dingle Bay on the night of
June 12, 1940 to put ashore
a secret agent, Karl Simon.

The ageing German spy,
who was rowed ashore in a
dinghy by moonlight, didn't

. last long. He was arrested
by the gardai after enquir-

D UP?

ing from some locals aboul|
the next train to Dublin.
What he didn't realise was|
that the line had closed 14
years before.

He was interned and re-
turned lo Germany afier the
war.

As regards the U-38, it
was just one of two boats of|
its particular class (Type
1A) to survive the Batlle of
the Allantic, and was
scuttled in German wiers
on May 5, 1945,
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